Longbeach Village Association Meeting

LBVA

October 6, 2010, 6821 Longboat Drive South, 6 p.m.

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER
The first meeting of the season was called to order at 6:45 p.m. with a welcome by President Michael Drake and a thank you to Sharon Oper for posting the meeting sign in front of her house.  Michael introduced speaker Chief of Police Al Hogle as well as Commissioners David Brenner, Phil Younger and Bob Siekmann; and Jim Eatrides, CEO of Alpha-Omega Communications of LBK, who will speak on the proposed cell tower at the Island Chapel with a Q&A session to follow.

FINANCIAL

Michael introduced Treasurer Bus Fischer, who with the help of fellow board members (Michael Drake, Ben Feole, Virginia Luke, Georgia Walters. Kim Ross and Phoebe Shaw) has put together a proposed 2011 budget for the Association.

Bus passed out the budget to the members explaining an assumption of 120 members: 80 family and 40 single.  Now that the Association has a mixed business and social meeting format, meetings are our biggest expense. We also have landscape, clean-up, fireworks and office expenses. Proposed revenue is $3000; proposed expense is $3700.  Since there has not been a dues increase in 8 to 10 years, Michael Drake proposed a dues increase to $30 for family and $20 for individual memberships. The motion was made to raise dues, seconded and passed. Dawn DiLorenzo questioned the $500 line item for fireworks. Bobbie Banan thought we should contribute as a “good neighbor.” Gene Jaleski wondered if we should give the amount to people-in-need instead.  Michael Drake thought also we should give back to the neighborhood. There was a motion to pass the budget with the dues revision. Motion was seconded and passed. There were three members opposed.  Bus stated we could revisit the budget when more members are in town.

Michael clarified our membership year is the calendar year.  A question from the floor queried how invoices are sent for membership. Georgia Walters stated that dues information and amount will come by email; those without email will get an envelope to mail in.  Also at each meeting there will be a membership representative to collect dues.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Historical Society Fish Fry:  Oct 15th 6-10 pm at Mar Vista.

Village Clean-up:  Saturday November 20th.  Meet at the Art Center at 9 am.

Holiday Party:  Michael Drake reported that the Village Party would be on Saturday, December 4th, 6-10 pm at the LBK Center for the Arts.  This will be instead of the regular December meeting.  There will be a tent, band, dance floor, and catering by Harry’s.  Kimberly Ross has been working on the arrangements and will ask for volunteers later in the meeting.

SPEAKERS

Jim Eatrides CEO of Alpha-Omega Communications

Michael introduced Jim Eatrides to speak on the proposed 150’ cell tower at the Island Chapel on GMD.  Jim stated that Alpha-Omega has entered into a lease agreement with the Chapel to erect a cell tower on Chapel property.  They will apply next week to the Town for a special exception, site plan review and an outline development plan--just for this property.  P&Z is expected to hear the plan in December; Commissioners will hold a workshop in January. February and March will see a review—the entire project could take a year.  A community meeting will be held at the Chapel in late October or early November--to be announced in the Observer.  Jim mentioned that the tower will be painted Air Force blue and will have hidden antennas and equipment at the base will be camouflaged on an 1800 sq. ft. site at the back end of the chapel where islanders vote.  

Dawn DiLorenzo questioned if the tower could fall down in high winds. Jim replied the lower part can withstand 200 mph winds and the upper part will fold down.  Another question concerned putting up a 150 balloon to assess the visual effect of the tower.  Jim stated they will put up a balloon and also do photo simulations.  Another member questioned if the tower would be in a flight path. The answer was no with no special permit for this required.

LBK Chief of Police Al Hogle

Michael Drake introduced Police Chief Al Hogle to discuss the recent break-ins in the area as well as waterfront issues.

Chief Hogle stated that investigating recent burglaries is the police department’s highest priority. There were two burglaries in the Village a few months ago and four in the last month.  In one of the most recent, someone was home at the time, and even though the police got a helicopter up with night detection equipment and a canine unit out, they were not successful in finding a “warm body.”  The police are targeting some local suspects. One such was noted here with his brother at the time of an incident in the neighborhood.

Chief Hogle emphasized the occurrence of “crimes of opportunity” and encouraged residents to lock doors, close windows and set alarms.  He stated that over the last 5 days there have been uniformed and plain-clothes patrols.  He noted that only one person called in to report a suspicious person.  Next Wednesday night at the police department there will be a Neighborhood Watch meeting on how to be the eyes and ears of the community. 

Chief Hogle went on to say that the police department had been reduced in strength, but now there are 4 squads of 4 “24/7” with 2 more officers to hire.  There is an opening for a captain and the department wants to make a promotion from their ranks.

Dawn DiLorenzo asked, “when do we call” concerning any activity.  Chief Hogle encouraged people to call anytime. She also asked about getting a second search warrant for a suspect, and Chief Hogle said it was possible with appropriate information. Dawn also said that oxycontin and other  drugs are a huge problem, and to be especially careful of gold jewelry. Chief Hogle said that pawnshops here have a good system involving delays for resale, but that the “We buy Gold” shops have no such regulation in place.

Sharon Oper asked how many of the recent six burglaries are at night v. day.  Chief Hogle responded two in the day, one at night (1 a.m.), and four unknown.  Sharon further asked where. Chief Hogle responded all six in the Village, and that also there had been some more on Anna-Maria Island. Kim asked about people soliciting, e.g. Jehovah’s Witnesses, and the chief responded we do have solicitation ordinances.  Another member asked about gypsies; Chief Hogle stated they are not under suspicion. Sharon emphasized again to put on lights at night. The chief again included the importance of setting alarms.  Bill Carmen asked if the burglaries were north or south of Broadway. Chief Hogle replied north.

Concerning the anchorage, Chief Hogle stated that the sunken sailboat has been hauled out and discarded. The police department is having trouble locating the owner of the other sailboat that appears abandoned.

VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers for the December 4th party include:  Verna Ritter, Sharon Oper, Kip O’Neill, Felicia Bryant, Chantal Diem and Ellen Haft.

VILLAGE SIGN

Sharon Oper asked about the sign the Association puts up monthly to announce the meetings. Michael Drake responded that the Town would not allow a sign either on the right of way by Sharon’s property or at the entrance sign to the Village.  He will investigate if a sign can be place at Barrier Island Realty at 7000 GMD.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. with a request by Michael Drake to “watch out for each other.”

Respectfully submitted,

Georgia Walters, Secretary
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