Longbeach Village Association Meeting (LBVA)

March 2, 2011, 6551 Bayou Hammock, 6 p.m.

MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER

President Michael Drake called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. and commented on the large turnout of members.  The meeting agenda was 1) speaker Brian Kenney, principal of Juliani Kenney Investment Capital, LLC, purchaser of Whitney Beach Plaza, 2) LBVA business, and 3) speaker Bruce St. Denis, Town Manager, on beach renourishment.

BRIAN KENNEY

Mr. Kenney spoke on his intentions and concerns re: the Plaza. He reported that the property sale closed on December 17, 2010, and it is one of a few projects his company is involved with locally. He is now based in Florida. He is looking for an anchor tenant, hopefully a large pharmacy chain.  Any tenant would be concerned with traffic counts and the seasonal nature of the area.  He did report that Walgreen’s would not be going into the Bank of America site near town hall.  Alternate anchor tenants could include a grocery/liquor store, a bank and a coffee/sandwich shop.  The liquor license came with the property and he would like to see a bar like Tiny’s in the plaza. Since the anchor will drive development, his company has not started renovating or building out the space, but in 4-6 weeks they should know who the anchor tenant will be.

Q & A—Brian Kenney:  Joe Mazza inquired if the anchor could be a breakfast spot. Mr. Kenney replied yes, and further to please drop into his office at the plaza with suggestions. Penny welcomed Mr. Kenney and said that all the villagers would support him. She asked if the dry cleaner would remain.  Mr. Kenney replied yes if certain rental conditions are met.  Bob Kromer asked for the location of his office.  Mr. Kenney replied in the plaza (6824 GMD). David Myers asked if the anchor space is the “Market” space. The answer was yes.

Ben Feole asked what had attracted him to this area. He replied that his parents are here in Naples, he likes the heat, and he likes Sarasota.  Joan Spalding asked about the time-line for filling the space, one month? Mr. Kenney replied that the preferred anchor is going “into committee” to decide and to keep in mind that the first choice doesn’t always work out. Joan inquired what the anchor might be asking for; he replied that a package will need to be offered. Joan asked about investors.  Mr. Kenney replied, “It’s up the them.”  Shirley Myers asked about the liquor license; he replied that they are now “placing” the license. A member asked if Mr. Kenney had looked at the two buildings adjacent to the plaza. Mr. Kenney replied that the bank building had recently sold (he didn’t know the buyer), and that the gas station property was too small.  Sharon Oper asked about a bank as anchor. Mr. Kenney replied that it could be a back-up; a liquor store could also be a back-up anchor—the value would be determined by the rents.

Michael Drake thanked Mr. Kenney for speaking to us. Mr. Kenney reiterated to the members, “Feel free to stop by.”

FINANCIAL

In the absence of Treas. Bus Fischer, Michael Drake reported that we have $6619 in the bank. Michael requested that a motion be made to accept the financial report; the motion was so moved and seconded; and the motion was passed unanimously.

Michael reported that at the end of February we had 50 paid members v. 140 budgeted, although more dues were collected that evening.  He emphasized that members should contact Virginia Luke to make sure they are paid up.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & GENERAL DISCUSSION

Guests:

Michael welcomed special guests, Mayor George Spoll and Commissioners David Brenner and Bob Siekmann.

Village Party:

Michael Drake announced that the Mardi Gras party would be on Sunday March 20th as the Hammers & Adams band is available on that date.  It will be from 4-9 pm at the Meldahl & Walters yards.  Michael stated that the LBVA needed to authorize more funds, for example $800 for a tent.  He asked for a motion for an additional $1700 for a total of $2700 needed for the party. Joan Spalding questioned if the $1700 was for the tent.  Michael replied it was for tent, dance floor, tables and chairs, etc. and that we would try to make a call if we needed a tent a few days before and maybe save that expense.  Motion was so moved, seconded and passed. Members will be asked to bring appetizers (E-L), entrees (Q-Z), salad & sides (A-D) or dessert (M-P) based on the first letter of last names.  David Myers asked if there would be a fund-raising aspect to the party.  Michael replied there would be a 50-50 raffle.

April 6th LBVA Meeting:

Virginia Luke reported that the April 6th meeting would be a fundraiser featuring a Kentucky Derby party.

BRUCE ST. DENIS

Mr. St. Denis reported that his presentation will focus on the upcoming beach renourishment project.  He is doing power point presentations on March 3rd and 4th that are open to the public.

Mr. St. Denis reported that a dredge is on its way from New York to Port Manatee, and that the town will begin placing sand in the next couple of weeks.  “Project 1” is the emergency placement of 133,000 square yards of fine white sand north of Broadway to 360 North that is all paid for.  The sand is expected to last one year.

Going over the history, he said that the erosion problem started in the 1980’s and got bad in the 90’s where two buildings were under water. The sand here generally moves from north to south, but north of Broadway the sand moves north to Longboat Pass.  He stated that sand moving from Broadway to Beer can Island is the worst. From Broadway to Gulfside is the “second worst.”

At the March 15th referendum, the town will be requesting $16,000,000 for “Project 2”, beach renourishment and erosion control structures (including a terminal groin off Beer Can), primarily for the north end of Longboat Key.  Of that $9,500,000 will be for the “Port Dolphin Sand Nourishment” and $6,200,000 will be for “North End Erosion Control Structures.”  A member questioned what had changed since the 2004 beach project and if the beach stable then?  Mr. St. Denis reported that 50,000 square yards of sand is now lost a year.  Three areas will be helped on LBK—two on the north end and one in Sarasota County (north of the Islander to Seaplace which has a groin).  The goal is to have 130 feet of beach-depth--Mr. St. Denis noted that 1/3 of the beach is onshore and 2/3 offshore.  A general obligation bond will be used for funding.

Mayor George Spoll explained the two districts for the referendum voting. District A is west of GMD plus commercial properties east of GMD. District B is east of GMD excluding commercial properties.  Assuming passage, District A would pay 80% of the project, and District B 20%.  He further reported that there might be reductions to the $16 million: a $5,000,000 reduction if taken out by June of next year and a $3,000,000 reduction utilizing a town fund that can be used for structures.  He further explained that the public has to vote on amounts over $800,000, so that the town needs permission to borrow up to $16,000,000.  He passed out a chart showing the cost per $500,000 property valuation for District A and B for the $16,000,000 maximum and for the $8,000,000 minimum if there are the two reductions.

Q & A—Bruce St. Denis:  A member asked about the timing of the project.  Mayor Spoll replied it’s projected to be 2012-2013 for the structures and 2011-2012 for the sand.  Another member questioned why the prior renourishment didn’t last as long as projected.  Mr. St. Denis replied that seems to be a faster rate of loss now as the tides sweep along the shore.  Another member asked if the town is guaranteeing the permitting structures with various agencies.  Mr. St. Denis replied that they can’t guarantee the permitting of structures, but he thinks it will happen.  As an aside he said to look at the structures at the south end of Coquina Beach.

David Myers asked if the town could reclaim the sand at Beer Can and Jewfish islands.  Mr. St. Denis replied that yes it’s our sand, about 15,000 square yards, but using that sand probably won’t work and would hold up the project because a new permit would be required.  The proposed project has the same permitting profile as the last one so theoretically we should get the permit quickly.  The town is also unsure how the Beer Can/Jewfish sand would mix in, plus the emergency project requires 133,000 square yards.

A member questioned the benefit to us, noting that the gulf-side owners receive a great benefit.  The response was that that is why the proposed project would be funded 80% by the beach side and 20% by the bayside.  Corinne Ragheb asked why the “natural structures”, i.e. trees, were pulled out from the north end.  Mr. St. Denis replied that since they were not holding they proposed a hazard to navigation.  Corinne further asked about the sand around Beer Can filling in people’s waterfronts.  Mr. St. Denis replied that it’s hard to move that sand and it’s not a large amount; that when the north end groin is in, there won’t be as much sand displacement; and that the movement is an “overtopping situation”, not a “washing situation.”  BJ Simmons questioned why the bayside should pay at all.  Mr. St. Denis replied that each person would have to make his or her own choice in the upcoming voting.

Allan Luke made the point that since the trees washed out at the north end, we need something that works to hold the sand. He further asked if the Corps of Engineers would approve. Mr. St. Denis stated that there was a high probability that the Corps would approve.

Samir Ragheb asked about the cabbage palms and other trees at the north and south ends at the bridges.  Mr. St. Denis replied that the tree planting was a FDOT project, not a town project.  Another member asked about redirecting the Longboat Pass channel.  Mr. St. Denis replied that they’d been in discussion with the Inland Navigation District and the Corps of Engineers who have been doing modeling.  In 1977 they stopped trying to redirect the channel.  Another member asked about effect of the projects on beachgoers.  Mr. St. Denis replied that there will be pipes and bulldozers about the work sites, but they will try to minimize the effect and keep work areas safe.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Georgia Walters, Secretary

PAGE  
1

