Longbeach Village Association Meeting (LBVA)

February 2, 2011, 6551 Bayou Hammock, 6 p.m.

MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER

President Michael Drake called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m. Michael thanked Penny Pollock for organizing the evening’s Book Exchange.  Penny stated that she will take any left-over books to the Goodwill.  Phoebe Shaw was thanked for hosting the meeting.   Michael requested that members not receiving Association communications give their email to georgiawalters@mac.com. 

FINANCIAL

In the absence of Treas. Bus Fischer, Michael reported that we have $6362 in the bank.  He asked for a show of hands of people who had paid 2011 dues—the result was most attendees.  He then asked for a show of hands of people visiting the LBVA website—approximately 50% said yes.  Michael stated that dues were due January 1st and that VP/membership chair Virginia Luke has dues envelopes for unpaid members to use.  Michael Drake requested that a motion be made to accept the financial report; the motion was so moved and seconded; and the motion was passed unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & GENERAL DISCUSSION

Michael Drake said that since the Book Exchange was the meeting’s program, we had no speaker for the evening.  He asked for Villager’s comments, concerns and questions.

October Triathlon:

Michael reported that the October Triathlon was a great success and the number of participants surpassed expectations. 

“LBK Challenge 2011”:

The LBK Chamber of Commerce and Urs Wunderli of RUM International will host the “LBK Challenge 2011” which will be a race for 60 participants on Sunday April 3rd for rowers, scullers, kayakers, etc.: human-propelled craft only.  The event starts at the Village Town Dock; the race will be 7 miles long with a 3-mile option.  Fee is $40 including party after & cash bar.  Volunteers are needed for boat & water stations--contact Michael Drake by email.  Website is longboatkeychallenge.com or phone 3832466.

March 2nd LBVA Meeting:

1. Brian Kenney of Juliani Kenney LLC, purchaser of the Whitney Beach Plaza, will speak on the progress of renting out the storefronts there.  Michael asked all members to formulate questions for next month’s meeting.

2. Bruce St. Denis, LBK Town Manager, will speak for 20 minutes on the “Beach Renourishment Referendum.” Phoebe Shaw asked where we could read about it. Michael Drake said to please research the referendum on the town website or if you can’t find it there, call the Town.  An inquiry from the floor asked if Mr. St. Denis was in favor of the referendum or not. Michael replied that yes, probably, as he is charged with this.
Newsletter:

1. Michael reported that dues are down from last year and asked that everyone remit them as soon as possible.

2. Michael announced again that Mr. Kenney is coming on March 2nd.

3. Carla Rowan was introduced to speak on the new LBVA Bike Group.  Carla reported that four people came to the January trip that biked to the Cedars for breakfast.  The next trip is February 15th (meet at 11 am at the gas station, corner of Broadway & GMD) for biking to the Star Fish in Cortez for lunch.  Carla also invited members to just come for lunch as well.  Call Pete Rowan at 556-9093.

4. Village Painters meet every Monday in season.  Call Penny Pollock at 387-0004 for information.

5. The Longboat Key Historical Society will meet February 17th at the Art Center for a presentation on Underwater Archaeology. 387-8323.

6. Harry’s next wine tasting on February 16th will benefit Mote Marine. 383-0777.

7. Michael reported that printed newsletters are available at Barrier Island Realty (corner of GMD and Broadway) along with free coffee every morning.

Pickleball:

Gene Jaleski would like to see more to do on the key and suggested pickleball. Many members asked what is pickleball, and Michael Drake deferred to Allan Luke to explain.  Allan explained that pickleball is played on a badminton court with a partner and a wiffle ball and carbon fiber racket.  Rules are like those of tennis and can be played on a tennis court. It’s the “fastest growing local sport.”  Local venues are the Anna Maria Community Center and at J.T. Bray Park in Bradenton.  Virginia Luke reported that there’s an upcoming demo at Bray where one can play inside.  Michael Drake asked for a motion to ask the LBVA Board to recommend pickleball to the Town.  Gene Jaleski reported that LBK gives the counties 70 million and they could provide pickleball for us.  Michael suggested the mid-key old Albritton property as a venue.  The motion to recommend was passed.

Village Boat Ramp Repair& Other Waterfront Issues:

Michael Drake reported a large hole at the bottom of the boat ramp which makeS launching and hauling of boats very difficult.  He has requested that the Town fix it.  Allan Luke raised a question about the pontoon boat moored by the Village Dock which had drifted into the Walters dock (twice).  Michael Drake reported that the boat can moor there—how long is the question.  Michael also took issue with developers coming in to work on local properties using the boat ramp—there are often 6-9 trucks blocking dock and ramp.  Gene Jaleski stressed bombarding town officials with emails on this and any other issues important to the Village.  Michael agreed that “numbers count.”

Lift Station:

Michael reported that landscaping at the lift station on GMD to the right as one is coming out of Broadway is minimal.  The other stations on the key have beautiful landscaping to screen them.  We will be requesting that the Town remedy our situation.  Penny Pollock thanked Michael for speaking up. 

Village Parties:

Michael Drake suggested that since the December 2010 village party was so successful with 120 attendees that we have another party this March.  He asked for a show of hands if members wanted to go forward with the event—a large majority responded yes.  A large majority also responded yes to the question of having two parties a year.  Michael requested a motion be passed to authorize $1000 for the March party. Gene Jaleski so moved, Kip O’Neill seconded, and the motion passed.  Michael asked for volunteers for the party and many responded—Virginia Luke noted names—Penny Pollock, John Holtzerman, Verna Ritter, Chantal Diem and the Meldahls and Walters, among others.  The Meldahls and the Walters offered their adjoining yards for the event. Michael suggested dates of March 19th or 26th –Virginia noted that the date would depend on band availability. Gene Jaleski suggested a jazz band.  Michael suggested pairing the event with a St. Patrick’s/Mardi Gras parade with costumes to end up at Magnolia, site of the party.  Michael asked for a show of hands for a DJ or live band for the party—majority for a live band.  Members will be asked to bring either hors d’oeuvres, main course, salad or dessert based on the first letter of last names.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Georgia Walters, Secretary
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