Longbeach Village Association Meeting (LBVA)

April 6, 2011, 6890 Longboat Drive South, 6 p.m.

MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER

President Michael Drake called the meeting to order at 6:55 p.m. and thanked Virginia and Allan Luke for hosting the meeting, for creating the derby racetrack (“Longbeach Downs”) and horses, and for managing the wagering and fundraising later in the evening.  He also thanked Craig and Cathy Meldahl and Craig and Georgia Walters for hosting the Mardi Gras party on March 20th.
FINANCIAL

In the absence of Treas. Bus Fischer, Michael Drake reported that we have $5986 in the bank as of March 31, 2011.  He reported that although the Association had budgeted $2700 for the Mardi Gras party, we only spent $1244 which leaves an additional $1456 in the coffers.  Michael requested that a motion be made to accept the financial report; the motion was so moved and seconded; and the motion was passed unanimously.

BOARD MEMBERS

Michael asked the members to join him in thanking Bus Fischer for serving as Treasurer for three years, one past his two-year term and Ben Feole for serving as past president for two years.  He further thanked Virginia Luke who is moving from the Vice President position to that of Treasurer, Georgia Walters whose term as secretary is up, and Phoebe Shaw who is continuing as an at-large board member.  

MEMBERSHIP

Michael announced that dues were due January 1, 201l for the 2011 calendar year.  Michael reported that to date we have 68 paid family members and 32 single members.  That compares to 40 fewer members than last year.  He thanked the membership volunteers for their continuing hard work.
VILLAGE BEACH & LONGBOAT KEY CHALLENGE

Michael announced that the LBK Challenge will take place on May 15th, and he requested that all boats on the beach be taken away by May 1st.  He further requested that the boats not be put back until the end of June.  This will enable the LBVA in collaboration with the Town to clear away weeds and grasses and add white sand.  He noted that future maintenance of the area would be down and the look elevated.  He reported that the Arends bench had been moved from MarVista property to the beach, and that every time he goes by someone is sitting on the bench.  He urged everyone to use the bench.  
Michael further asked for volunteers for the LBK Challenge which is a rowing race with several courses using kayaks, rowboats and paddle boards.  He requested that members interested contact him at his email and he will forward on the information to Urs Wunderli, race organizer.

VILLAGE CLEAN-UP

Michael announced that the next Village Clean-up is scheduled for Saturday April 16th   with plans to fill a 20-yd dumpster. Volunteers are asked to meet at the Art Center at 9 a.m. and bring clippers, rakes, etc.  Afterwards, volunteers will meet at the MarVista for refreshments.
GUEST
Michael welcomed special guest, Commissioner David Brenner letting the members know that David was at the meeting to engage with the members.  Michael noted that he forwards David’s newsletter, the “Brenner Banner,” to members.

FIREWORKS

Michael announced that the Chiles group would be sponsoring fireworks at three locations: MarVista (7/2/11), Beach House (7/3/11) and the Sandbar (7/4/11).  Michael brought up the $500 contribution to the local fireworks that the membership voted to underwrite at the October 2010 regular meeting, adding that at that meeting he had stated that the issue would be revisited.  He explained that the Village Association Board was in favor of the contribution since the event is in our backyard.  Joan Spalding questioned if the firework contribution was an ongoing expense.  Michael answered no.  Samir Ragheb asked if the Association had ever done this before. Michael said no.  Joan felt there was no need to give $500 to a corporation; she suggested a gift to a school instead.  Gene Jaleski stated we should not give money to a moneymaking organization.  Ken Weiss questioned if Ed Chiles had asked for the contribution. Michael replied no.  Michael stated that the Board wanted to keep money in the community, e.g. for beautification, fireworks, etc.  Joan suggested LBK Turtle Watch.  Samir said he supported Joan.  Carol O’Brien stated we all have special charities, but that we should do things for the Village.  Another member stated that the Village is looking dowdy and the money should go to beautification.  Michael again stated that we are bringing the issue back to the members for vote.  Carol Angell noted that putting the $500 towards the fireworks is a gesture and a thank you to the Chiles Group which has done so much for the Village and the Association.  Samir stated that we all enjoy the MarVista but maybe we should give Ed Chiles a plaque instead.  Another member asked if we have to spend this money. Michael Drake replied no.  Michael asked for a vote on the question to contribute $500 to the fireworks display.  The vote was 14 in favor and 10 opposed.  The motion passed.  Carol Weiss added that the Association should support the beauty, wildness and history of the Village.  Samir stated that maybe we should reduce dues if there is so much money.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE BOARD

Michael announced two nominations for the Board: Carol Weiss and Verna Ritter.  He stated that the President’s position is open, but that he would serve until someone is found for the post.  Samir nominated Gene Jaleski for President, but Gene declined.  Michael requested that a motion be made to accept the nominations of Carol and Verna; the motion was so moved and seconded; and the motion was passed unanimously.  Michael welcomed Carol and Verna to the Board.

THANK YOU TO MICHAEL DRAKE

Virginia Luke led the membership in thanking Michael for all he does for the Village and the Association.
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. and members moved on to “Longbeach Downs” in the Luke’s garage.

Respectfully submitted,

Georgia Walters, Secretary
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